Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
June 16, 2024
9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Camp Hill, PA

*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this summer. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are found in the pews.
Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor.

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service.

INTRODUCTION

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling
ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus
finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way
we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around
which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true
vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all
that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Requiem Aeternam Peter Cornelius
Noise Complaint

The assembly stands as able.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the God of manna, the
God of miracles, the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,

let us confess our sin.



Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else
can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and
feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than
enough.

Through Jesus, *+ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
Blessed Assurance ELW#638

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may
bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.



God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.

WORD

FIRST READING - Ezekiel 17:22-24
22Thus says the Lord GoD:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
[ will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
[ will accomplish it.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
1Tt is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
2to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
Son the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
“For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;

and I shout for joy because of the works of your

hands.



12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
14they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;
15that they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.

SECOND READING - 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while
we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we
would rather be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim
to please him. 19For all of us must appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what
has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

[11'Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade
others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope
that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the
heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you.] #For the love of Christ urges us
on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. 1SAnd he died for all, so that those who
live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died
and was raised for them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human
point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
The holy gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would
scatter seed on the ground,2’and would sleep and rise night
and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not
know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain
is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we use for it? 3!t is like a mustard
seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all
the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as
they were able to hear it; 3*he did not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Absolve Domine Peter Cornelius
Noise Complaint



*APOSTLE’S CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer concludes:

Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share the peace with one another.

During this flu season and the ongoing pandemic, we remind you
that it is appropriate to greet each other and pass the peace verbally
rather than have hand contact, which helps to transmit the flu virus.

Please remember to use the hand sanitizers that are available in

each pew, upon arrival and throughout the service as needed.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot arr. Ken Gibson
Noise Complaint



*SETTING THE TABLE
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what
has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of
the world.

Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,




You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one
Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

Blessed are you, O Creator,
and blessed is our Savior Jesus Christ,
who led us on paths of truth and grace,
compassion and justice, hope and peace.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



We remember his blessed passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension;
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!

Thanks be to God.

The assembly may be seated.

Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare
their elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine.



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION MUSIC
Lullaby arr. Kirk Young

Noise Complaint

*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your
table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us
in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.

Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and

journeys with us, *+ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.



*SENDING HYMN
We Know that Christ Is Raised ELW#449

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Love Letters arr. John Perry
Noise Complaint

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Please remain seated for the Congregational Meeting

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding Minister ........ccoeeveuieiieiiieniieieneenee. The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......cooiiiiiiiiiiii e Sue Painter
ACOLYLE e Caitlyn Robison
| I CTe o) PSPPSR Patty Rohde
Communion Assistants ......................... Ann Hoffman, Bill Robison
Director of MUSIC.....cvvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeeeeeeeene Kristopher Hartman
Organist ..o Emily Hartman

NoIsE COMPLAINT

Noise Complaint are a Barbershop Quartet from the Mid-Atlantic District of
the Barbershop Harmony Society featuring:

AJ Frownfelter — Tenor
Jordan Cary — Lead
Michael Schlott — Baritone
Ben Galle - Bass

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32545.



Blessed Assurance
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We Know That Christ Is Raised
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Text: John B, Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text @ John B. Geyer.




Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith

Grace Church Staff

Senior Pastor......c.cooiiiiiiiiiii The Rev. Chad Butz
610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org

Coordinator of Youth & Family Ministry.........c.c...oc...... Jesse Woodrow
717.903.6309; GraceCHYG@gmail.com

Director of MUSIC c..vviiniiiiiiiiiiieireeeeea Kristopher Hartman
K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

OTganiSt ..oeuiiiiiiii e Emily Hartman
K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant .......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiii Chris Jury
cjury@gracecamphill.org

Administrative Specialist.......cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Diane Deppen

ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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