Fifth Sunday in Lent

Service of Holy Communion
April 6, 2025

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m.
*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us during this Lenten season
when we journey with Jesus to the cross. If you are visiting with us, please fill
out a guest card which is found in the pews. Following the service, please
introduce yourself to the pastor.

INTRODUCTION

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel
Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for
the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from
the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises
daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
O Sacred Head arr. Hans Hassler

DEDICATION OF TABERNACLE

The assembly stands as able.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the
wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts
to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our
lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21
16 Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18 Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
19T am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 126
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue
with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done
great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4“Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
¢Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:| 40 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as
loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 191 want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 141 press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands as able.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 12:1-8

The holy gospel according to St. John.

Glory to you, O Lord

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the
home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There
they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was
one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of
costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why
was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?” ¢ (He said this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) “Jesus
said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it
for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

The assembly may stand as able.

*HYMN OF THE DAY
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW#597



*NICENE CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Leader prays for the church/world and all in need.
Each prayer concludes:

God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

A greeting of peace is shared among the assembly.



OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s offering supports the ongoing ministry
of Grace church.

CHORAL OFFERING

Oh, Love, How Deep Thomas Keesecker
Grace Chancel Choir

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

*SETTING THE TABLE

Come to the Table ELW#481
2 | | —— ]
 {dn T —a s 0 5
S i o
Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
N
Y | 1 1 1 I
VAW I_ | i | |
A% - P
J @

All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the

sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Praise and thanksgiving belong to you, God of every blessing,
for you shaped all creation to grow into your abundant and
eternal harvest.

You called a holy people to share life with you, and when they
were captive in Egypt, with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm you brought them out of oppression, through the
temptations of the wilderness, into a land flowing with milk
and honey.

In time, your Son came among us, facing wilderness and
temptation and hunger to bring us out of bondage to sin and to
taste and see that you, the Lord, are good. And so we thank
you with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven
as we join the unending hymn;

*SANCTUS ELW page 144
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

God of mercy, you gave your people manna day by day during
their time of testing; and because no one can live by bread
alone, you gave Jesus to be our bread from heaven. Send your
Holy Spirit upon your church to live as a sign of the way you
transform this manna into mercy for all. With your Spirit, bless
this bread and this cup, that they may be for us the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

In the night in which our Lord was betrayed, he took bread,
broke it, gave thanks, and gave it to all saying; this is my body,
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
all saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Faithful God, whose Son did not escape suffering and death
but accepted and finally overcame them, bring your disciples
by the way of his cross to the joy of Easter. Strengthen your
church to resist evil of every kind and turn from sin. With your
mighty hand and outstretched arm, uphold those enduring
trials and any who know their very life is at stake. Be with your
children who are heavy laden, and all who labor beneath the
misuse of power by another. Amid temptations to be
successful, shape your children first to be faithful to your
kingdom, until the day when in your resurrected glory there is
one life, one sharing, one holy communion among all saints
with you to whom all glory belongs forever, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*INVITATION
All who are hungry, come!

The feast of grace is spread.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.
Those communing in their seats and at home are led through
each element.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Please join in singing:

AGNUS DEI ELW Setting 3, page 146
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*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and
we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

SENDING

*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now

and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
We Are Called

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
We Are Called

ELW#720

We Are Called

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding MiniSter ........ccoeuveiviiniiineniiiiieenne, The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......coooviiiiiiiii e Steve Behr
| 1T o110 ) o U U PP Bill McQuade
ACOLYLE .o Isabella Weber
Communion Assistants .................. Brigitte Storey, Michelle Knight
Director of MUSIC.....cvvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineieeeeeeeene Kristopher Hartman
Organist ... Emily Hartman

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32545.



My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt,
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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We Are Called
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957
Music: WE ARE CALLED, David Haas
Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, B00.442,3358,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith

Grace Church Staff

Senior Pastor .....c.coviiiiiiiiiiiii The Rev. Chad Butz
610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org

Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry................... Ethan Lentz
Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org

Director of MUSIC ..vvviiiiiiiiiiieiiiee e Kristopher Hartman
K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

OTrganiSt ..o Emily Hartman

K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant ......c.coooooiiiiiiiii e Chris Jury

cjury@gracecamphill.org
Administrative Specialist.......cccocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Diane Deppen
ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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