Baptism of Our Lord

Service of Holy Communion
January 12, 2025

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m.
*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us during this season after
Epiphany. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which is found
in the pews. Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor.

INTRODUCTION

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of
almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this
day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Shall We Gather at the River arr. Hal Hopson
Emily Hartman — organ, Kristopher Hartman - trumpet

The assembly stands as able.

*PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come
before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own
by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to
yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this
in the name of Christ.

Amen.



*PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,

and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the
assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.



*AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend
to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy
baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
The assembly makes affirmation:

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one
another in your life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us
to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
Shall We Gather at the River ELW#423

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism
with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son.
Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



The assembly may be seated.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7
1 But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6] will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom [ formed and made.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29

I Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.



3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory
thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and
strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LoRD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to

them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not
come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands as able.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia ELW page 142
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*GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might
be the Messiah, 1*John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; [ am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly may be seated.

SERMON
The assembly may stand as able.

*HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW#304
Vs. 1, 3,4

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Leader prays for the church/world and all in need.
Each prayer concludes:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this flu season and the ongoing pandemic, we remind you
that it is appropriate to greet each other and pass the peace verbally
rather than have hand contact, which helps to transmit the flu virus.
We likewise remind you to use the hand sanitizers that are available

in each pew, upon arrival and throughout the service as needed.



OFFERING
We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s offering supports the ongoing ministry
of Grace church.
MUSICAL OFFERING
Bow Down Your Ear, O Lord Aaron David Miller

Grace Chancel Choir

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

*SETTING THE TABLE

By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW#469, Vs. 1
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we
offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let
us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.
Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in
the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

*SANCTUS ELW page 144
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the
nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION
The joy of the Lord is our strength.

Come, eat this meal of gladness.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.
Those communing in their seats and at home are led through
each element.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Please join in singing:



AGNUS DEI ELW Setting 3, page 146
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*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed
us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service,
and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we

pray,
Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you
with compassion, and send you in love.

Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW#815

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Houston
SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding Minister ........ccoevevieieiiieniieieneenee. The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......coooviiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Donna Enrico
LeCtOr i Brigitte Storey
ACOLYLE e Raelyn Flook
Communion Assistants ...................... Tom Blackburn, Karen Galle
Director of MUSIC.....ccvvuiiniiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeceeeene Kristopher Hartman
OrganiSt ..o Emily Hartman

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32545.

“Thanksgiving at Table” from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments,
and Thanksgivings at Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission.”



Shall We Gather at the River

:)%HH_I_I_I_ﬁ—ﬂ E———
i%ddujzt :sw:ﬂﬁ

N

1 Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash -ing up 1its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv -er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful  riv -er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
vs1, 3,4
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Text: F Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alL
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text @ 1985 The Church Pensicn Fund, admin. Church Publishing. Inc. All rights reserved.



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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a child of the light I want to
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Shine in my heart,
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b, 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson

Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith

Grace Church Staff

Senior Pastor .....c.coviiiiiiiiiiiii The Rev. Chad Butz
610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org

Director of MUSIC c..vviiniiiiiiiiiiiieeeeceeea Kristopher Hartman
K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

OTganiSt ..oeuiiiiiiii e Emily Hartman
K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant .......c.coooiiiiiiiiiii Chris Jury

cjury@gracecamphill.org
Administrative Specialist.......cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiii Diane Deppen
ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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